The Gathering 
of the People of God 
on Ascension Sunday
The Greeting

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

All 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Welcome

Please SIT as the Celebrant introduces the service, gives out any notices and reads the banns of marriage.

The Day of Pentecost marks fifty days since Easter Day and brings the Easter season to an end. It is a major feast of the Church’s year when Christians recall how God’s Holy Spirit was given to the disciples after Jesus’ ascension, empowering them to begin the work of making disciples of all nations.
It's good to see so many of you wearing red this morning. If the weather is warm enough you may also wish to open the windows so that the wind moves through the room.
Jesus said: Do not cling …

Let me be bigger than your heart can hold.

Rise with me to a larger vision.

Prayer of Preparation
All 
Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayer of Confession

Please SIT or KNEEL

We acknowledge the pain and hurt of our world, and our part in that pain, and we seek to know God’s forgiveness and healing:

Silence

All
O God, you have searched us out and known us,

and all that we are is open to you.

We confess that we have sinned: 

we have used our power to dominate

and our weakness to manipulate;

we have evaded responsibility

and failed to confront evil;

we have denied dignity to ourselves

and to our sisters and brothers,

and have fallen into despair.

Cleanse us, Lord; make us whole:

Lord, have mercy.
Forgiveness of Sins

Sisters and brothers, hear the word of the Lord:

you are forgiven; Christ sets you free –

journey on with hope.

Let us forgive and love others:

Let us forgive and love ourselves.

In the name of Jesus Christ.

All 
Amen

Glory to God

Gloria in Excelsis

All 
Glory to God in the highest,

sing 
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, 

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

The Collect

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen your children with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and renew the face of the earth,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Bible Reading

Please SIT. At the end of the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.

All 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Please remain STANDING and turn to face the book of Gospels. When the Gospel is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to N.

All 
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All 
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Please SIT for the sermon or other form of teaching.
The Creed

Please STAND as we declare the faith we share.
We believe in God the Father,

God almighty, by whose plan

earth and heaven sprang to being,

all created things began.

We believe in Christ the Saviour,

Son of God in human frame,

virgin-born, the child of Mary

upon whom the Spirit came.

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,

like a lamb to slaughter led,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

he descended to the dead.

We believe in Jesus risen,

heaven’s king to rule and reign,

to the Father’s side ascended

till as judge he comes again.

We believe in God the Spirit;

in one Church, below, above:

saints of God in one communion,

one in holiness and love.

Amen.
Prayers of Intercession

Please SIT or KNEEL as we pray for the church, the world, our community, all in need and those who have died. The response to each prayer is:

Lord, in your mercy,

All
hear our prayer.

and at the end

Merciful Father,

All 
accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Please STAND. The Celebrant proclaims Christ’s peace among us, and then says

Jesus said: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?’

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All 
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

We exchange a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table

If you have bread and wine with you at home, perhaps you’d like to place it on a table in front of you while I consecrate this bread and wine here in church, in obedience to our Lord’s command.
Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.

All 
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

All 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All 
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;

in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,


but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.
In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.
On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.

As we proclaim his death 

and celebrate his rising in glory,

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world

we offer you this sacrifice of praise

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

All 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

sing 
God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest
The Lord's Prayer

Please SIT or KNEEL.

Being made one by the power of the Spirit,

let us pray with confidence 
as our Saviour has taught us

All 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All 
Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.
Agnus Dei

Lamb of God

All 
Lamb of God, 

sing
you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,

grant us peace.
Sharing Communion

If you have bead and wine at home, you may wish to share with each other now as I share this consecrated bread and wine with Maggie.
The celebrant and people receive communion.
Authorized words of distribution are used, and the communicant replies Amen.
Prayer after Communion

Faithful God,


who fulfilled the promises of Easter

by sending us your Holy Spirit

and opening to every race and nation

the way of life eternal:

open our lips by your Spirit,


that every tongue may tell of your glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All
Father of all,

 
we give you thanks and praise,

 
that when we were still far off

 
you met us in your Son and brought us home.

 
Dying and living, he declared your love,

 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.

 
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;

 
we who drink his cup bring life to others;

 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.

 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,

 
so we and all your children shall be free,

 
and the whole earth live to praise your name;

 
through Christ our Lord.

 
Amen.
Hymn

Please STAND for the Hymn.

The Blessing

Please remain STANDING as the Celebrant asks God’s blessing on us.
A large candle is lit:

Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love.

With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit.

Now the flame of heaven rests on every believer.

Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word;

the young receive visions, the old receive dreams.

With the new wine of the Spirit

they proclaim your reign of love.

Amid the birth pangs of the new creation

the way of light is made known.

Source of freedom, giver of life,

blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All   Blessed be God for ever.
Each member of the congregation has a candle which is lit. When all the candles are lit the president says
For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead might be at work in us.

As part of God’s Church here in Ashbourne, 
I call upon you to live out what you proclaim.

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting him to be your guide?

All   By the Spirit’s power, we will.
Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love?

All   We will.
Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in need?

All   We will.
Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of God?

All   We will.
Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places?

All   We will.
The blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit,

be with us and remain with us always.

All 
Amen

Filled with the Spirit’s power,

go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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