
Ashbourne Church News 20/09/2026 

 

Welcome to this Week's Newsletter 

Church and Parish Office Opening Times 

St Oswald's Church is open daily from 10am to 5pm 

• Bell Ringing Practice: Wednesday evenings from 19.30 to 21.00 

• Choir Practice: Friday evenings from 19.00 to 20.00  

The Parish Office is open 

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 12:00 

Telephone: 01335 343052 

If you need a priest urgently, please call 01335 664159. 

Pastoral Contact 



If you would like to contact a member of the clergy team to discuss any pastoral matter please 

telephone 01335 664159. 

Ministry Thought for the Week 

In reading that we will hear on Sunday, Matthew 20:1-16 The Parable of the Vineyard Workers, 

Jesus overturns our assumptions about status and worth. “The first shall be last and the last 

shall be first.” It’s a reminder that God’s kingdom lifts up those who have been overlooked and 

brings those on the margins into the centre. This isn’t only a spiritual truth — it’s a practical 

calling. And it’s something we’ve been talking about here in Ashbourne as we ask how our 

church can become a place where differently abled people feel not just included, but genuinely 

valued.  

Many people living with physical disabilities, neurodivergence, chronic illness, sensory 

sensitivities, or mental health challenges often navigate spaces that weren’t designed with 

them in mind. Church should be different. Church should be a place where people can arrive in 

their own way and still be met with joy. That means asking honest, practical questions: 

• Can everyone enter and move around the building with dignity? 

• Are our services accessible in sound, lighting, pace, and language? 

• Do our welcome teams feel confident supporting people who communicate differently? 

• Are our children’s groups flexible enough to adapt? 

• Do we offer quiet spaces, rest areas, and sensory breaks? 

• Are our leaders modelling patience, curiosity, and openness to change? 

These questions aren’t about ticking boxes. They’re about shaping a culture where belonging is 

the priority. Welcoming differently abled people isn’t only about ramps or hearing loops — 

though those matter. It’s about slowing down, noticing when someone is struggling, and being 

willing to adjust how we do things so someone else can participate more fully. In Matthew 20, 

the landowner rewards people not for productivity but for grace. That is our model. As our 

conversations in Ashbourne continue, may we listen well, act bravely, and celebrate every 

person who walks through our doors — first, last, or anywhere in between. 

Blessings in Christ 

Rachel 



 

Church Services, Readings and Music 

Weekly Online Service 

Weekly Online Service 

Each week a recorded service is prepared which can be streamed from the church YouTube 

channel.   

Recorded Services   

Join us in the service. This week's recorded service can be downloaded using the following link:   

Morning Prayer for the Feast of St Matthew 

Services 

Find Services and Events in the Calendar 

All of the Ashbourne Group of Churches services can be found on the website in the Calendar. 

You can also see forthcoming events taking place in Church and in the Church Hall. 

https://www.youtube.com/@ashbournechurch
https://www.youtube.com/@ashbournechurch
https://youtu.be/X6izvyLW42Y
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


September Services 

 



Music in September 

 



Choral Scholarships at St Oswald's 

Music is an important part of the life of St Oswald’s church in Ashbourne, especially through the 

musical ministry of the choir. We are developing our choral scholarships here, building on the 

success of the scheme so far. 

Ideally, 4 students (‘scholars’) will have mentored places in the choir, alongside more 

experienced singers. This will optimally be one per voice part (soprano/alto/ tenor/bass); the 

expectation is that you will be Y10 and upwards (i.e. age 15-18). 

Scholars will be expected to regularly attend choir practice, and at least one of the two services 

on Sunday. You will gain experience of a vast range of repertoire, improved choral singing skills, 

teamwork with adults, regular gold standard music in services and excellent sight-reading skills. 

This gives you experience to enable you potentially to apply for a choral scholarship at university, 

and to add to UCAS forms when applying for university/college. In return, we will offer scholars 

30 minutes of tuition, at the end of choir practice. This will cover sight reading, aural skills, and 

general music perception. A basis for this will be the RSCM Voice for Life Singing Awards – St 

Oswald’s has had a good track record of young singers gaining Bronze, Silver and Gold awards 

(NB the Awards are about to be submitted for OFQUAL accreditation giving them value on a 

UCAS form). 

You will receive an honorarium of £100 for the year plus £1 for each practice and service 

attended. St Oswald’s church choir has an excellent reputation for good music sung in our 

church as well as for weddings elsewhere, services in cathedrals (including York Minster, 

Salisbury and Hereford) and concerts too. 

Please find out more by contacting Catherine Pettingale (Director of Music as from September 

1st) at music@ashbournechurch.org.uk. Application forms will be sent to you after the initial 

contact. I shall look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Thank you. 

Catherine Pettingale  - email: music@ashbournechurch.org.uk 

St Oswald's Choir 

This is a good time of year for new choristers to join us. Given that no-one in the choir is able to 

be present for all choral services, it is very helpful when we have more choristers on the books 

than we need at any one time. Children aged 7 or more will always be made very welcome. 

Basses, tenors, altos and sopranos will also be welcome. An ability to sing in tune is at least 

desirable but a sense of humour, a wish to enjoy good music and an enthusiasm to learn new 

pieces is really helpful. Currently, choir practice is on Fridays for an hour at 7.30. Anthems are 

sung at both main services on Sunday. Choral Evensong, once a month, requires more 

mailto:music@ashbournechurch.org.uk


complicated music from the choir. Decide on what you think you could offer in terms of time or 

skills and then have a word with one of us. Don’t forget our Choral Scholarship scheme too: you 

may well know someone who could benefit from this. 

September Readings Notes 

Sunday 20 September – (Feast Day of Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist)  

Proverbs 3.13-18  

The book of Proverbs is an example of ‘Wisdom Literature’ which offers sound advice on how 

to   

live the good life. Wisdom herself is commended as she is an attribute of God himself, which 

must be valued.  

2 Corinthians 4.1-6  

Paul writes of the example that he and the apostles have set in their own lives, as they proclaim 

the Gospel.  

Matthew 9.9-13  

Tax collectors were very unpopular amongst the Jews, for their alleged habits of cheating, and 

as collectors for taxes for the Romans. When Jesus was challenged by the Pharisees for the 

company he kept, Jesus replied by quoting from the prophet Hosea (6:6), a passage they knew 

well. 

For all the readings notes this month, please visit the website. 

Readings  - 20th September:  Trinity 16 

Proverbs 3.13-18 

The book of Proverbs is an example of ‘Wisdom Literature’ which offers sound advice on how to 

live the good life. Wisdom herself is commended as she is an attribute of God himself, which 

must be valued. 

Happy are those who find wisdom, 

    and those who get understanding, 

for her income is better than silver, 

    and her revenue better than gold. 

She is more precious than jewels, 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/this-week/august-readings-notes.php


    and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

Long life is in her right hand; 

    in her left hand are riches and honour. 

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 

    and all her paths are peace. 

She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; 

    those who hold her fast are called happy. 

For all the readings this week, please visit this week's Readings and Prayers on the website. 

Please remember in your prayers this week 

Those who are unable to be with us in church. 

Those who are ill. 

The recently bereaved. 

Areas of conflict: the Ukraine, the Middle East, the Sudan and too many others. 

Our local churches. 

Our Ministry Team: Dwayne, Maggie, Nigel, Rachel, Anne, Ash & Lynda. 

Pop in for Prayer with Anna Chaplain, Lindsay Walker 

Pop in for Prayer: 

Cornerstone Café, Ashbourne on Thursdays from 10.00 am  - 12.00 noon  

Turnbull Room, St Oswald's Church Hall on Fridays 11.00am  - 12.00 noon 

Find out what God is doing and join in - Rowan Williams  

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/info-notices/this-week/


 

Investing in the Future of St Oswald’s Church, Ashbourne 

Launching the Vision 

 

We are delighted to announce that St Oswald’s Church is embarking on an exciting £400,000 

programme of investment. This investment is made possible from a Heritage Lottery grant of 

£246,000 with the balance from our own resources. 



The programme brings together five major projects, each designed to safeguard the fabric of 

our building while making St Oswald’s more sustainable for the future. 

1. Replacing the lead roof on the South Aisle 

The 100-year old lead will be replaced, ensuring the church remains watertight and protected 

for years to come. 

2. Replacing the lead roof on the South Transept 

Renewing the South Transept roof will address essential conservation needs and help to 

preserve the character and heritage of our church. 

3. Installing a 100-panel solar array on the South Aisle 

A major step towards a greener St Oswald’s will be the installation of 100 solar panels. This will 

generate renewable energy, reducing our reliance on fossil fuels and lowering the church’s 

carbon emissions. 

4. Creating a new internal porch 

A new internal porch will improve the entrance to the church, providing an even warmer 

welcome, whilst improving the building’s energy efficiency. 

5. Replacing all the internal lighting with energy efficient LED lamps and fittings.  

Swapping to LED bulbs will reduce our lighting energy demands by 70%. 

Together, these projects represent a significant investment in St Oswald’s past, present and 

future. They will conserve and protect a much-loved historic building, ensuring it can continue 

to serve our congregation and wider community for generations to come. 

At the same time, the programme reflects our responsibility to look ahead. By combining 

essential conservation work with renewable energy and improvements to the building ’s 

efficiency, we are taking practical action to reduce our environmental impact, while supporting 

our commitment to caring for God’s creation  

This is more than an investment in bricks, stone and roofs. It is an investment in the future of St 

Oswald’s and its mission for generations to come. 

We’ll be sharing updates weekly in this newsletter, on our website and with the Derby Diocese.  

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=11


Our Heritage 

The Turnbull Window  - a story of Love and Loss 

 

Walking down the main aisle in St Oswald’s Church, immediately your eye is drawn to the 

magnificent Christopher Whall stained glass window on your right beyond the south aisle. This 

window, reputedly amongst one of Whall’s finest tells you a story to which there is a very 

poignant history, that proved devastating for Ashbourne.  

Let me take you back to February 1901, and to Sandybrook Hall. Peveril Turnbull (who was 

Church Warden at St Oswald’s) lived there with his wife Phyllis and their two daughters, Monica 

and Dorothea. There was excitement in the air in the Turnbull household, a special occasion to 

be celebrated, it was their daughters' coming out ball, for which Peveril had purchased a brand 

new table oil lamp.  

As celebrations unfolded Monica and Dorothea were suitably dressed for the evening in their 

crinoline dresses, their father took hold of his new lamp and walked with it even though he was 

advised not to do so. In a fleeting single moment the oil lamp fell to the floor and Dorothea’s 



dress burst into flames, Monica rushed to her aid - desperate to help her sister. Her dress too 

caught fire.  

Their injuries were fatal. Monica died 4th March 1901 and Dorothea died 27th April 1901. Both 

are buried just a little way from the West Door at St Oswald’s Church. Peveril and Phyllis were 

naturally devastated by this accident and in their grief commissioned Christopher Whall to 

produce the stained glass window that you see in their memory.  

As a relatively modern addition to the building of St Oswald’s in 1905, this window exemplifies 

Whall’s talent, very indicative of the Arts and Crafts influence, including the vibrant use of 

colour - purples, greens, and pinks. The girls represent St Barbara, (Monica on the left), St 

Dorothy (Dorothea on the right), to which Whall gave these figures their true facial likeness.  An 

assistant working on this window of excellence was Edward Woore. Edward’s great nephew still 

lives in Ashbourne and family attendance to St Oswald’s continues today.  

Peveril and Phyllis Turnbull also gave a beautifully crafted Communion set to St Oswald’s in the 

memory of Monica and Dorothea. One piece of the set, the chalice is regularly used at our Holy 

Communion Services, you will see evidence of the chalice in the window, above Monica’s head.  

Even at a tender age, it was well recognised that Monica was already a poet of renown. 

Poignantly, a poem that she wrote on the morning of the accident almost expressed a 

premonition of her own death. On 9th August 1911 Peveril and Phyllis went on to open a home 

presented to the Waifs and Strays Society on Windmill Lane in Ashbourne. Such was their 

dedication to children.  

More recently you will notice that the newly refurbished meeting room in the Church Hall has 

been given the title of the Turnbull Room, not only in memory of Monica and Dorothea who 

perished, but also in recognition of the generosity that Peveril and Phyliss Turnbull showed St 

Oswald’s Church and the less fortunate children of the Parish.  

The next time you pass by the Turnbull window, do pause for a moment, glance up and admire 

its beauty.  

Anne 



What's New 

Christmas Tree Festival - December 2026 

 

St Oswald’s Church will be holding our Christmas Tree Festival commencing on Saturday 5th 

December 2026 and continuing through Advent and Christmas until Saturday 2nd January 2027. 

The church will organise the provision of the Christmas trees and stands and a donation of £35 

by your organisation will secure a tree and stand.   

The theme for this year is Pantomimes. 

Trees will be available for decoration from Tuesday 1st December 2026 and should be decorated 

by Friday 4th December 2026. 

The trees will be dedicated during the 10:30 am morning service on Sunday 6th December. 

For further information and to book a tree please contact Paul and Gill Elliott by emailing 

paulgillelliott@outlook.com. 

Confirmation Explained 

This News Letter features an Invitation to prepare for Confirmation.  

If you are not Confirmed, you may well be wondering why Confirmation is necessary at all, for 

nowhere is it mentioned in the Bible and the Early Church didn’t practise it in the way that we 

do. Baptism, by contrast, is spoken of frequently in the New Testament.  

In the Early Church one was baptised by a Bishop and would receive the Holy Spirit by his laying 

on of hands. Over the years, Bishops were taking responsibility for much larger areas and rarely 

could they be present at a Baptism to lay their hands on the person concerned.  

mailto:paulgillelliott@outlook.com


After the Reformation, the Church of England in effect turned Confirmation into a rite for 

teenagers to enable them to ratify the faith their parents and godparents had professed on their 

behalf at Baptism and led them to receiving their first Eucharist, or Holy Communion.  

The Common Worship Initiation Services that we use today return us to something like the 

practice of the Early Church by providing a Service which includes Baptism, Confirmation and a 

Eucharist, presided over by a Bishop. Those who come to faith in adulthood are baptised and 

confirmed at the same time and immediately become full members of the Church and receive 

the bread and wine.  

As I said earlier, nowhere in the Bible does it say that one should be confirmed before receiving 

the bread and wine, which is why we, in our Services, invite all who wish to receive to come to 

God’s table and receive.   

However, the essence of Confirmation is not just the bread and wine, it is the receiving of the 

Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands by a Bishop. It sets the seal on all that God has done for 

each individual up to that point and, as they are confirmed with the Holy Spirit, the Bishop prays 

for one’s understanding how our faith contributes to our everyday lives, for Strength as we need 

God’s help day-by-day and for Spirituality as we grow more and more to be like Jesus as we seek 

God’s will and try to serve him.  

If you are not yet Confirmed then, with the support of our prayers, please do take another step 

in your faith journey and take up our invitation to prepare for Confirmation this October at St 

Oswald’s. We look forward to journeying with you.  

With blessings  

Nigel  

On behalf of the Ministry Team  

Invitation to join our upcoming Confirmation Course 

We are delighted to invite you to join our upcoming Confirmation Course to be confirmed in late 

October when Bishop Jackie comes to St Oswald’s Church for a Deanery Confirmation Service! 

Confirmation is a wonderful opportunity to explore your faith, ask deep questions about God, 

and publicly affirm your baptismal promises as part of our church family. During the course, we 

will gather to learn, pray, and discuss the foundations of the Christian faith in a relaxed and 

welcoming environment.  

Please RSVP to Nicola at parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk or direct any questions to any of 

the clergy by late August.  

We look forward to taking this next step in your spiritual journey with you!  

https://parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk/


Your Feedback on Pew News 

 

We only have two months left of our trial piloting the usefulness/need/want/desire for Pew 

News - the A5 news sheet that has been available in Church on Sundays. 

We would love your feedback. You can share your feedback online here. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Friday 25th September, 10:30 - 12:30, St Oswald's Church 

 

We are holding a Macmillan coffee Morning here at St Oswald's Church on Friday 25th 

September 10.30 am – 12.30 pm. 

https://forms.gle/KBWMKegCWKeYPsD17


This is a wonderful opportunity for members of our community to come together ‘however we 

do it, whether we raise a little or a lot, let’s do something amazing and raise money to help 

people living with cancer’. (Macmillan) 

Do please come and join us, share a coffee and a piece of cake. 

We are looking for small gifts for our tombola and shall welcome cakes and biscuits nearer the 

time 

If you feel you would like to offer help on the day, please contact Chris 07798561312/ Lindsay 

7971802671. 

Ashbourne Gospel 

We are excited to launch the Ashbourne Gospel as a creative visitor project throughout the 

Summer.   

We're creating the Ashbourne Gospel, a church and community project in Ashbourne. 

Here's how you can get involved: 

Call into St Oswald's Church. We have set up a table and chair under the Crossing, complete 

with pen and paper. 

Press the on button of the light box. You will then see the guidelines underneath the paper. 

Choose the next verse from the printed sheet and write that in your best handwriting. Once 

complete, cross through the verse on the printed sheet and add your name to the list of 

contributors, if you would like to be listed in the back of the bound book. 

Find out more. 

 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news/the-ashbourne-gospel.php


Church Groups 

Walking and Rambling with St Oswalds 

St Oswald's has a choice of two walking groups. 

The Ramblers group meets on the 2nd Monday of the month, starts walking at 10.00am and 

covers approximately 5 miles. 

The Walking group meets on the last Saturday of the month, starts walking at 9.30am and 

covers approximately 10 miles. 

Ramblers Group Dates (All rambles start at 10 a.m.) 

• Monday 12th October 2026 

Walking Group Dates (All walks start at 9:30 a.m.) 

• Saturday 26th September 2026 

Gill 

Email : paulgillelliott@outlook.com 

Ramblers Report 

Four of us, plus Zeb the Collie, met at Ilam Hall on a cloudy morning. Starting out, standing on 

the 18th Century crest of St Bertram’s packhorse bridge we were delighted to witness the blue 

flash of a kingfisher as it whizzed along the River Manifold.   

Following up the River, we paused by a gate as farmer (plus quad bike and border collie) moved 

his sheep from the riverside pasture. Continuing up a steep and winding lane affording misty 

views over the valley, we walked past the solid looking symmetrical facade of Georgian Castern 

Hall.   

We were almost in the cloud as we continued steadily uphill on a field path. Views limited!   

We followed Ilam Moor Lane downhill and continued on a descending footpath, passing the 

remains of St Bertram's Well. Zeb enjoyed a refreshing drink from the small pool of water 

seeping out at the base of the ruinous wall, but we humans waited till we returned to Ilam tea 

rooms! 

Thanks to Jackie Burns for planning the route and to Paul Fitchett for guiding us along it. 

Note: we walked 4.2 miles and went up and down around 600 feet. 

https://paulgillelliott@outlook.com/


 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

• 22 September, 13:00  - Ossie's Potters 

• 27 September, 10:30  - Harvest Holy Communion 

• 27 September, 16:00  - Messy Church 



• 29 September, 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

See Forthcoming Events on the website. 

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir - St John's Church 

 

Bereavement Journey Course  - 16th October 

A daytime Bereavement Journey course starts on 16 October at 10 am at Ashbourne Elim 

Church. For further details, email hope@ashbourneelim.church. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


 

1960s Singalong  - 18th September 

 



Giving and Donations 

Donate to St Oswald's 

If you would like to set up a regular payment to St Oswald's Church then you can do so through 

the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS).. You can find out more information on the PGS website where 

you can also set up a regular payment. 

Alternatively you can telephone the Parish Giving Scheme on 0333 002 1260 to set up a payment. 

(The PGS code for St Oswald's Church is 120612186). 

 

Give a Little 

St Oswald's church is open every day of the week. If you would like to make a donation to the 

work of St Oswald's Church you can do so from the Give a Little website. 

 

Easyfundraising 

St Oswald's Church is registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE 

donations for us every time you shop online. Since joining we have raised £500, and that is with 

only 29 supporters. 

Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 

extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d 

really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It ’s completely FREE 

and only takes a moment. You can find our easyfundraising page by >> CLICKING HERE 

 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashbourne-st-oswald-ashbourne
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/fe31ad06-1a7e-48cf-a239-871c41a4f052
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stoswaldspcashbourne


Safeguarding 

Keeping People Safe 

We are committed to ensuring that our church is a safe place for everyone and take the 

safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously. We adhere to safeguarding rules 

laid down by the Church of England and the diocese of Derby. 

Report a Safeguarding Concern: Protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults is the 

responsibility of us all, whether they are in the communities in which we live or part of our 

Christian family. If you have a concern about a child, young person or adult who may be at risk 

of harm please speak to the Parish Safeguarding Coordinator via the Parish Office. 

If you have concerns about a member of the clergy or an employee of the church please contact 

the Diocesan Safeguarding. To confidentially report a safeguarding concern please complete 

the Safeguarding Concern Form or call 01332 388678. You can also report any concerns to the 

Police or Social Care. The important thing is that your concerns are shared with someone in a 

position to help. 

Footnotes 

If you have any comments about this newsletter or wish to submit any material to be included, 

please email: parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk. 

If you have not already subscribed to receive an email reminder when a new update to the 

newsletter is available, you can subscribe here. 

To keep up with the latest church news, please follow us on our Facebook Page. 

We now have a new Instagram account too.  

https://derby.anglican.org/en/report-a-safeguarding-concern.html
https://ashbournechurch.kit.com/493548d9e1
https://www.facebook.com/ashbournechurch
https://www.instagram.com/ashbournechurch/
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