
Ashbourne Church News 20/02/2026 

 

Welcome to this week's newsletter 

Included in this newsletter is all the news, music and readings for this week, together with 

articles from some of our regular church groups. 

If you have any comments about this newsletter or wish to submit any material to be included, 

please email: parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk 

If you have not already subscribed to receive an email reminder when a new update to the 

newsletter is available, you can subscribe here. 

Church and Parish Office Opening Times 

St Oswald's Church is OPEN daily from 10am to 5pm 

• Bell Ringing Practice: Wednesday evenings from 19.30 to 21.00 

• Choir Practice: Friday evenings from 19.00 to 20.00 

The Parish Office is open: 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 10:00 to 12:00 

Telephone: 01335 343052 

If you need a priest urgently, please call 01335 664159. 

Pastoral Contact 

If you would like to contact a member of the clergy team to discuss any pastoral matter please 

telephone 01335 664159. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=1
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=7
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/groups/
https://parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://ashbournechurch.kit.com/493548d9e1


Find Us on Instagram and Facebook 

To keep up with the latest church news, please follow us on our Facebook Page. 

We now have a new Instagram account too.  

Living Lent: Seeking God in Everyday Life  

Where does the time go? It’s hard to believe that we are already seven weeks into the New 

Year. Did you make a New Year’s resolution? If so, are you keeping up with it or is it a distant 

memory?   

Just a few days ago we began the season of Lent. During this time we are encouraged to pause 

and reflect on our relationship with God. Lent is a time of preparation, self-examination, and 

renewal, guiding us toward Easter. For many, it is marked by giving something up or taking 

something on (a second opportunity to reignite that new year’s resolution) - but, at its core, 

Lent challenges us to look for God in the ordinary moments woven throughout our daily lives.  

As many of you will be aware, at the beginning of January I started the License Lay Ministry 

(Reader) LLM(R) course, or in simple terms reader training. One of my tasks was to look for the 

presence of God in our church building. What would your answer be?   

Each of us looks for the presence of God in our own way, there is no right or wrong answer, or a 

one size fits all approach to finding God. So, whether we find ourselves in the rush of morning 

routines, the stillness of a lunch break or in the daily interactions between friends and 

strangers, I encourage you to look for God’s presence that surrounds us in our everyday life. 

We don’t need to wait for that light bulb moment or extraordinary experiences 

to encounter God. Instead, let’s open our eyes and our hearts to the subtle ways God reaches 

out - a smile, a kind word, the wonder of creation or a moment of peace. This Lent, may we 

intentionally create space to notice and respond, growing closer to God in the midst of everyday 

living.  

As we continue through Lent, let us do so with purpose and confidence, trusting that 

in finding God in the ordinary, we will encounter the extraordinary presence of God.  

Blessings  

Ash   

 

Read Ministry Thought for the Week on the website. 

https://www.facebook.com/ashbournechurch
https://www.instagram.com/ashbournechurch/
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=3


 

Services 

Weekly Online Service 

Each week a recorded service is prepared which can be streamed from the Ashbourne Group of 

Churches website. 

The service is normally recorded in one of the churches in the Ashbourne Group on the 

Thursday prior to the Sunday. 

Recorded Services 

This week's recorded service can be downloaded using the following link: 

Morning Prayer for the first Sunday of Lent, from St.Peter's 

The next recording will be a Holy Communion service and will be recorded on Thursday 26th 

February at St Oswald's, Ashbourne starting at 10:30am prompt. 

Everyone is welcome to join the recording. 

Ashbourne Group of Churches  - Services 

Find Services and Events in the Calendar 

All of the Ashbourne Group of Churches services can be found on the website in the Calendar. 

You can also see forthcoming events taking place in Church and in the Church Hall. 

Sunday 22nd February  - First Sunday of Lent 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's, Ashbourne 

10:45  - Holy Communion, Holy Trinity, Clifton 

18:30  - Evensong, St Oswald's, Ashbourne 

https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4
https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4
https://youtu.be/y0aCBkEt1QY
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


Sunday 1st March - Second Sunday of Lent 

09:15  - Holy Communion, St Peter's, Snelston 

11:00  - Holy Communion, St Mary and St Barlok, Norbury 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  Evensong, St Oswald's 

Sunday 8th March - Third Sunday of Lent 

09:00  - Breakfast Church, St Oswald's 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  - Choral Evensong, St Oswald's 

Sunday 15th March - Mothering Sunday 

09:15  - Family Service, St Peter's, Snelston 

09:15  - Family Service, St Mary's, Mappleton 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

11:00  - Family Service, St Mary and St Barlok, Norbury 

18:30  - Evensong, St Oswald's 



Breakfast Church 

 

Messy Church - Save the Date 

Save the Date! We are very excited to announce the launch of Messy Church at St Oswald's on 

Sunday 26 April from 4-6pm. Messy Church is an all-age worshipping community that focuses on 

creativity, hospitality, and celebration. It offers a relaxed, hands-on way for families to explore 

Bible stories through crafts, games, and food, aiming to make faith accessible to everyone. All 

are welcome! 



 



Music at St Oswald's 

 



Choral Scholarships 

 



Readings 

February Readings 

 

22nd February: Lent 1 

 



Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 

In this older account of creation, the writer describes how, after creating the world, God created 

human beings, setting them in his garden to be its stewards. They were warned they must not 

eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord 

God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He 

said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman 

said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall 

not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 

shall die.”’  But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you 

eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the 

woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 

tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 

her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 

that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

Matthew 4.1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for 

forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, 

‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, 

‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 

of God.”’ 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 

him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will command his 

angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 

your foot against a stone.”’  Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God 

to the test.”’ Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you 

will fall down and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”’ Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels 

came and waited on him. 

Something to think about 



After his baptism Jesus retired to the wilderness, a place of solitude and potential danger. There, 

he struggled with the temptations set by ‘the Satan’, the prosecuting adversary of Job 2:1-8. 

Jesus  answered with quotations from the Hebrew scriptures and Satan left, defeated. 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 

and grew closer to you in the desert: 

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 

that we may witness to your saving love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion 

Lord God, you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven; 

by it you nourish our faith, increase our hope, and strengthen our love: 

teach us always to hunger for him who is the true and living bread, 

and enable us to live 

by every word that proceeds from out of your mouth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Evensong 

Deuteronomy 6.4-9, 16-25 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.  You shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  Keep these words that I am 

commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your children and talk about them when 

you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.  Bind them as a 

sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts 

of your house and on your gates. 

Do not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah.  You must diligently 

keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his decrees, and his statutes that he has 

commanded you.  Do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, so that it may go well with 

you, and so that you may go in and occupy the good land that the LORD swore to your ancestors 

to give you, thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has promised. 



When your children ask you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the decrees and the 

statutes and the ordinances that the LORD our God has commanded you?  then you shall say to 

your children, ‘We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 

mighty hand.  The LORD displayed before our eyes great and awesome signs and wonders 

against Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his household.  He brought us out from there in order to 

bring us in, to give us the land that he promised on oath to our ancestors.  Then the LORD 

commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our lasting good, so 

as to keep us alive, as is now the case.  If we diligently observe this entire commandment before 

the LORD our God, as he has commanded us, we will be in the right.’ 

Luke 15.1-10 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.  And the Pharisees and 

the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ 

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 

finds it?  When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.  And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.”  Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. 

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 

the house, and search carefully until she finds it?  When she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.”  Just 

so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ 

Please remember in your prayers this week 

Those who are unable to be with us in church, including Diana & Edmund Urquhart, Linda Torr, 

Arthur and  Barbara Williams, the Reverend Joe and Mrs. Gillie Lister.. 

Those who are ill, especially Graham Price, Pam Phillips and Reina Hammond. 

The recently bereaved, especially the relatives and friends of Georgina Nicholson, David Startin, 

Jennie Mitchell,  Dorothy Tougher and Christine Broughton. 

Areas of conflict: the Ukraine, the Middle East and too many others. 

Our local churches. 

Our Ministry Team: Dwayne, Maggie, Nigel  & Lynda 

 



See Readings and Prayers on the website. 

Activities at St Oswald's 

 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=7


 

1 - ` 

Notices 

Dates for your Diary 

• Tuesday 24th February @ 13:00  - St Oswald's Church Hall  - Ossie's Potters 

• Saturday 28th February @ 09:30 - St Oswald's Walking Group 

• Tuesday 3rd March @ 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

• Wednesday 4th March @ 10:00  - Carers Count 

• Tuesday 17th March @ 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

Get Involved 

• Saturday 7th March @ 10:00  - Hulland Ward Millennium Hall  - Visioning Awayday 

• Sunday 22nd March @ 14:00  - St Oswald's Church  - Retreat in Daily Life closes 

• Saturday 1st August  - Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 



See Forthcoming Events on the website. 

Nuts and Bolts Parish Briefing 

You can also read Nuts and Bolts Parish Briefing on the website, on the PCC page. 

 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f1f484a06b43/content/pages/documents/nuts-and-bolts-feb-2026.pdf
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/info-notices/pcc/


Lent Lunches 

 

Lent Lunches started this week in All Saints Hall, Bellvue Road. All Saints have kindly offered 

their Hall for the 5 weeks as everywhere else is either fully booked or having work done. 

Each week will be hosted by a different Church. Please support the Lunches every Thursday 

from 12 noon, but especially St Oswald's on 26th February.  

HELP PLEASE on that day 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news/lent-lunches--save-the-dates.php


Please contact me if you can help on the day.  

Maggie: phone 01335 664159 

Lent Lunches - Dates 

Thursday 26 February - St Oswald's 

Thursday 5 March - Methodists 

Thursday 12 March - Elim 

Thursday 19 March - Elim 

Thursday 26 March - All Saints  

Ozzie Bears 

 

We are in need of more knitted Ozzie Bears! 

Ozzie bears are given to every baby that is Baptised here at St Oswalds. Ozzie Bears are also the 

best flyers in town! 

We sell them at Teddy Parachuting for £2.50 and they ‘fill the skies’ with their aeronautical 

expertise. 

If you have time to knit, patterns for these beautiful bears are in the Edward Bear Area on the 

children’s altar. 

Thank you 

Lindsay 

Date for your Diaries 

Teddy Parachuting: Saturday June 20th between 10.00 - 12.00 noon.  

Bring teddies, Octonauts and Dinosaurs! 



Ashbourne Rotary Easter Egg Appeal 

Easter is a time of hope and celebration, and you can help make it special for children in Ukraine 

by donating a medium sized chocolate egg. For many, this may be their only Easter treat. 

With your support, we can make sure as many children as possible experience a little bit of joy 

and normality this season. 

If you could drop them off at David Neill Mica on Compton or Cornerstone Coffee Shop by 10 

March 2026 we can then get them to Ukraine by Easter. 

 



Quiet Day 

 



Visioning Awayday 

 

East Midlands Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 

The Diocese of Derby, along with the Dioceses of Leicester and Lincoln, has come together to 

offer a Pilgrimage to Taizé for young adults aged 18-35, which will take place from August 1-9 

this year.  

Taizé is an ecumenical Christian community in Southern France which produces the beautiful 

contemplative worship music familiar to many. Its mission is to reach young people throughout 

the world.  

If you are interested in spending a week camping with a global and monastic community, we will 

be making this pilgrimage together, travelling and camping as a group from across the East 

Midlands. The trip will cost approximately £350, and priority is given to young adults aged 18-35.  

For more information, contact the Rev’d Dwayne Engh by email: vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk. 

To book, click here. 

https://www.taize.fr/en/
https://vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://learn.lincoln.anglican.org/learning-resources/east-midlands-youth-pilgrimage-to-taize-2026/


 

Walking and Rambling with St Oswalds 

St Oswald's has a choice of two walking groups. 

The Ramblers group meets on the 2nd Monday of the month, starts walking at 10.00am and 

covers approximately 5 miles. 

The Walking group meets on the last Saturday of the month, starts walking at 9.30am and 

covers approximately 10 miles. 

Ramblers Group Dates (All rambles start at 10 a.m.) 

• Monday 9th March 2026 

Walking Group Dates (All walks start at 9:30 a.m.) 

• Saturday 28th February 2026 

• Saturday 28th March 2026 

Gill 

Email : paulgillelliott@outlook.com 

https://paulgillelliott@outlook.com/


St Aelred's Pilgrim Trail 

The walking group have decided on their challenge for 2026.  We are going to walk the St 

Aelred’s Pilgrim Trail from 1st to 8th May 2026.  This is a 41 mile pilgrimage linking the 9 

churches of Upper Ryedale and Helmsley with Rievaulx Abbey. 

Aelred of Hexham was a Cistercian monk and from 1147 – 1167 he was Abbot of Rievaulx.  He 

wrote on Christian friendship and was gifted with wisdom to lead. 

 

Giving and Donations 

Donate to St Oswald's 

If you would like to set up a regular payment to St Oswald's Church then you can do so through 

the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS).. You can find out more information on the PGS website where 

you can also set up a regular payment. 

Alternatively you can telephone the Parish Giving Scheme on 0333 002 1260 to set up a payment. 

(The PGS code for St Oswald's Church is 120612186). 

 

Give a Little 

St Oswald's church is open every day of the week. If you would like to make a donation to the 

work of St Oswald's Church you can do so from the Give a Little website. 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashbourne-st-oswald-ashbourne
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/fe31ad06-1a7e-48cf-a239-871c41a4f052


 

Easyfundraising 

St Oswald's Church is registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE 

donations for us every time you shop online. Since joining we have raised over £400, and that is 

with only 27 supporters. 

Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 

extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d 

really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It ’s completely FREE 

and only takes a moment. You can find our easyfundraising page by >> CLICKING HERE 

 

Safeguarding 

Keeping People Safe 

We are committed to ensuring that our church is a safe place for everyone and take the 

safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously. We adhere to safeguarding rules 

laid down by the Church of England and the diocese of Derby. 

Report a Safeguarding Concern: Protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults is the 

responsibility of us all, whether they are in the communities in which we live or part of our 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stoswaldspcashbourne


Christian family. If you have a concern about a child, young person or adult who may be at risk 

of harm please speak to the parish safeguarding coordinator. 

The contact details are: 

Celia Dickinson, Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) 

Mobile: 07754 883935 

If you have concerns about a member of the clergy or an employee of the church please contact 

the Diocesan Safeguarding. To confidentially report a safeguarding concern please complete 

the Safeguarding Concern Form or call 01332 388678. You can also report any concerns to the 

Police or Social Care. The important thing is that your concerns are shared with someone in a 

position to help. 

https://derby.anglican.org/en/report-a-safeguarding-concern.html
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