
Ashbourne Church News 06/03/2026 

 

Welcome to this week's newsletter 

Included in this newsletter is all the news, music and readings for this week, together with 

articles from some of our regular church groups. 

If you have any comments about this newsletter or wish to submit any material to be included, 

please email: parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk 

If you have not already subscribed to receive an email reminder when a new update to the 

newsletter is available, you can subscribe here. 

Church and Parish Office Opening Times 

St Oswald's Church is open daily from 10am to 5pm 

• Bell Ringing Practice: Wednesday evenings from 19.30 to 21.00 

• Choir Practice: Friday evenings from 19.00 to 20.00 

The Parish Office is open 

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 12:00 

Telephone: 01335 343052 

If you need a priest urgently, please call 01335 664159. 

Pastoral Contact 

If you would like to contact a member of the clergy team to discuss any pastoral matter please 

telephone 01335 664159. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=1
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=7
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/groups/
https://parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://ashbournechurch.kit.com/493548d9e1


Find Us on Instagram and Facebook 

To keep up with the latest church news, please follow us on our Facebook Page. 

We now have a new Instagram account too.  

Electoral Roll Revision 2026 

The Electoral Roll is the list of all those who want to be considered part of a church and allows 

you to take part in the Annual Meeting or stand for election to the Parochial Church Council of 

that church. This year we are just revising our Rolls so if you are already on an Electoral Roll, you 

need take no further action.  

If you would like to join the Roll you need: 

• to be baptised 

• to be at least 16 years old, and  

• either live in the (Church) Parish, or 

• have attended worship in the Parish during the 6 months prior to enrolment.  

Forms to fill in are available from Church, on the website, or from the Parish Office (email: 

parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk, phone: 01335 343052).    

The Rolls for St Oswald and St Mary’s (Mapleton) will be revised between 23rd and 27th March. 

The completed forms should be returned to the Office by 23rd March.  

This revision also applies to St John’s, Clifton, Norbury, and Snelston churches. Please ask the 

Electoral Roll Officer or Churchwarden of the respective church about their arrangements.  

Treasured Memories 

Can you remember an occasion when you went somewhere or read something to which you felt 

an immediate positive reaction which you have never forgotten?  

Many years ago I went into a small building with white washed walls and thatched roof, 

surrounded by a flower-bordered graveyard, in a small Cornish village called Come to Good. It is 

one of the oldest Quaker Meeting Houses in the United Kingdom, built in 1710 when Quakers 

were being persecuted for their faith.  

https://www.facebook.com/ashbournechurch
https://www.instagram.com/ashbournechurch/
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/info-notices/pcc/
mailto:parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk


Inside there are plain backless wooden benches under a beamed roof. It is a place of silence, 

where those who attend meetings share silent worship with inner reflection and communal 

stillness, occasionally broken by a participant feeling inspired to speak.  

The silence of the place and its simplicity gave me a strong sense of its power to calm me and 

enable me to feel God’s presence. Because of the nature of the worship, it was as if anything 

spoken in that place was directly inspired by God.  

Significant places are not necessarily churches or other specifically holy sites.  

My first journey abroad was a school trip to Switzerland in 1953 when I was twelve. Last minute 

travel problems in France had caused us to have to travel by sea to Holland and then to 

Switzerland by train.  

We arrived in Bern in the early hours of the morning feeling tired, achy and irritable. To our 

delighted amazement we were shown to a terrace on the station overlooking the sun rising over 

the Jungfrau. Small tables with red and white checked cloths were topped with freshly baked 

warm rolls, Swiss butter, black cherry jam and coffee. I felt restored, refreshed and joyful and I 

can still be uplifted by that memory.  

Of course we read of many holy places in the Bible, some of which you may have visited. We are 

especially aware of the significance of particular places at this season of Lent, leading to Holy 

Week. For those who are experiencing the Retreat at Home, there may have been 

some reflections on Bible passages you have considered.  

Places, whether in reality or on the page, don’t always inspire us with their beauty or their 

calming influence. The story of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, with his closest disciples, is 

one of my most cherished Bible passages. It is because Jesus’ desperate pleading to be released 

from the dreadful events that he knows are coming is so human. We can identify with 

him; surely we have prayed similarly to God when we have been faced with 

really difficult times in our own lives. I find it so encouraging that on occasion I have felt, to 

a much smaller extent, something like Jesus felt.  

The challenge for me then is to say as Jesus said, ‘God’s will be done’ and then to pray for the 

strength to bear it.  

When we consider places and events in our lives which have produced a lifelong memory, we 

may reflect on the effect of those memories on our growth and development as individuals and 

Christians. The experiences may be seen as ‘God Moments’ when we recognise God’s gifts to 

us and his abiding presence in our lives.  

This week you might look back on a memory you have treasured for many years. Or you might 

even experience some place or event which you feel for you will be a special lifelong memory.  



Happy Memories  

Pip  

 

Read Ministry Thought for the Week on the website. 

 

Services 

Weekly Online Service 

Each week a recorded service is prepared which can be streamed from the Ashbourne Group of 

Churches website. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=3
https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4
https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4


The service is normally recorded in one of the churches in the Ashbourne Group on the 

Thursday prior to the Sunday. 

Recorded Services 

This week's recorded service can be downloaded using the following link: 

Morning Prayer for Lent 3 from St.Mary's, Mappleton 

The next recording will be a Holy Communion service and will be recorded on Thursday 12th 

March at St Oswald's, Ashbourne starting at 10:30am prompt. 

Everyone is welcome to join the recording. 

Ashbourne Group of Churches  - Services 

Find Services and Events in the Calendar 

All of the Ashbourne Group of Churches services can be found on the website in the Calendar. 

You can also see forthcoming events taking place in Church and in the Church Hall. 

Sunday 8th March - Third Sunday of Lent 

09:00  - Breakfast Church, St Oswald's 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  - Choral Evensong, St Oswald's 

Sunday 15th March - Mothering Sunday 

09:15  - Family Service, St Peter's, Snelston 

09:15  - Family Service, St Mary's, Mappleton 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

11:00  - Family Service, St Mary and St Barlok, Norbury 

18:30  - Evensong, St Oswald's 

Sunday 22nd March 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

16:00  - Songs of Praise, St Peter's Snelston 

(There is no evening service at St Oswald's) 

Sunday 29th March  - Palm Sunday 

https://youtu.be/ehd_O0a2c30
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  - Tenebrae, St Oswald's  

Monday 30th March  - Easter Monday 

18:30  - Compline, St Oswald's 

Tuesday 31st March 

18:30  - Compline, St Oswald's 

Breakfast Church 

 

Messy Church - Save the Date 

Save the Date! We are very excited to announce the launch of Messy Church at St Oswald's on 

Sunday 26 April from 4-6pm. Messy Church is an all-age worshipping community that focuses on 

creativity, hospitality, and celebration. It offers a relaxed, hands-on way for families to explore 

Bible stories through crafts, games, and food, aiming to make faith accessible to everyone. All 

are welcome! 



 

World Day of Prayer 

The great wave of prayer which encircles the world for World Day of Prayer was prepared this 

year by Christian women of Nigeria. Copies of the order of service are available in church if you 

would like to take one. You can also listen here. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-smZK8ChDFo3X46I50Abjytmj3krhug0


Music at St Oswald's 

 



Choral Scholarships 

 



Readings 

March Readings 

 

8th March: Lent 3 

 

 



Exodus 17.1-7 

When the people complain that their life in the wilderness is very difficult,  Moses strikes a  great 

rock and water gushes out. 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 

The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why 

do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ But the people thirsted there for water; 

and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill 

us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do 

with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of 

the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 

which you struck the Nile, and go.  I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. 

Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the 

sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’ 

John 4.5-42  (shortened) 

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his 

journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. The Samaritan 

woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ Jesus 

answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, 

you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to him, 

‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?’ Jesus said to 

her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water 

that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring 

of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I 

may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 

Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no 

husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five 

husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see 

that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place 

where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is 

coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. True 

worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that 



Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, 

the one who is speaking to you.’ 

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman. The 

woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, ‘Come and see a 

man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ They left 

the city and were on their way to him. 

When the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for 

two days. Many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer 

because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 

this is truly the Saviour of the world.’ 

Something to think about 

Contact with women and with Samaritans was forbidden to devout Jews, therefore the 

Samaritan woman was astonished  at Jesus’s request for water.  Their conversation, only 

recorded in John’s gospel, became a ‘theological discussion’ on the nature of belief and of God’s 

life-giving Spirit.  As a result, she became an early evangelist, witnessing to Jesus. 

Collect 

Eternal God, 

give us insight to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion 

Merciful Lord, grant your people grace 

to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil, 

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Evensong 

Joshua 1.1-9 

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' 

assistant, saying, ‘My servant Moses is dead.  Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this 

people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites.  Every place that the sole of your 



foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I promised to Moses.  From the wilderness and the 

Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great 

Sea in the west shall be your territory.  No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of 

your life.  As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.  Be strong 

and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of the land that I swore to their 

ancestors to give them.  Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance 

with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or 

to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go.  This book of the law shall not 

depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 

act in accordance with all that is written in it.  For then you shall make your way prosperous, 

and then you shall be successful.  I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be 

frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.’ 

Ephesians 6.10-20 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  Put on the whole armour of God, 

so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For our struggle is not against 

enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places.  Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on 

that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of 

truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness.  As shoes for your feet put 

on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.  With all of these, take the 

shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take 

the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the saints.  Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message 

may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in chains.  Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

Please remember in your prayers this week 

Those who are unable to be with us in church, including Diana & Edmund Urquhart, Linda Torr, 

Arthur and  Barbara Williams, the Reverend Joe and Mrs. Gillie Lister.. 

Those who are ill, especially Graham Price, Pam Phillips, Reina Hammond and Neil Burns. 

The recently bereaved, especially the relatives and friends of Jennie Mitchell, Dorothy Tougher, 

Christine Broughton, Alan Wibberley and Thomas Limer. 

Areas of conflict: the Ukraine, the Middle East and too many others. 



Our local churches. 

Our Ministry Team: Dwayne, Maggie, Nigel  & Lynda. 

Activities at St Oswald's 

 

Notices 

Dates for your Diary 

• Tuesday 10th March @ 13:00  - Ossie's Potters 

• Tuesday 17th March @ 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

• Sunday 22nd March @ 14:00  - closing session for Retreat in Daily Life 

• Tuesday 24th March @ 13:00  - Ossie's Potters 

• Tuesday 31st March @ 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

• Wednesday 1st April @ 10:00  - Carers Count 

Get Involved 



• Sunday 22nd March @ 14:00  - St Oswald's Church  - Retreat in Daily Life closes 

• Saturday 1st August  - Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 

See Forthcoming Events on the website. 

Palm Sunday Dramatised Reading 

On Sunday, 29th March we will be following our Palm Sunday tradition of a dramatised setting 

of the Gospel read by members of the congregation as part of our morning service. This year, it 

is based on the Gospel according to St Matthew. Anyone is welcome to take part and a sign-up 

sheet will be available in the South transept on Sunday, 1st March for those interested.  

I plan to hand out the scripts on Sunday, 15th March after Morning Service and also arrange a 

brief practice before coffee on 22nd March. If you have any questions in the meantime, do 

please speak to me at church or contact me on 07969 989818.  

Look forward to seeing you! 

Debbie Ashton-Cleary 

Lent Lunches - Dates 

Thursday 12 March  - Elim 

Thursday 19 March  - Elim 

Thursday 26 March  - All Saints  

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


 

Ozzie Bears 

Just look at these amazing bears that have been knitted and a big ‘thank you’ toeveryone who is 

currently knitting Ozzie Bears. Just look at these ‘beauties’ 

We give every child an Ozzie Bear at their Baptism and of course they are the stars of Teddy 

Parachuting in June.  

Patterns in the Edward Bear area in Church. 

 

1 - Rosemary Warner 



 

2 - Nancy Mackman 



 

3 - Nancy Bell 

 

We are in need of more knitted Ozzie Bears! 

Ozzie bears are given to every baby that is Baptised here at St Oswalds. Ozzie Bears are also the 

best flyers in town! 

We sell them at Teddy Parachuting for £2.50 and they ‘fill the skies’ with their aeronautical 

expertise. 



If you have time to knit, patterns for these beautiful bears are in the Edward Bear Area on the 

children’s altar. You can also find the pattern on the Church website. 

Thank you 

Lindsay 

Date for your Diaries 

Teddy Parachuting: Saturday June 20th between 10.00 - 12.00 noon.  

Bring teddies, Octonauts and Dinosaurs! 

Candlelight Experience at St John's 

Following the recent Lumos concert, a Hans Zimmer Candlelight Experience is planned at St 

John's Church on Saturday 18th April with two performances - 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Tickets 

are available online.  

 

https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news/ozzie-bear-knitting-pattern.php
https://www.lumos-experiences.com/events/ashbourne


 

Ashbourne Rotary Easter Egg Appeal 

Easter is a time of hope and celebration, and you can help make it special for children in Ukraine 

by donating a medium sized chocolate egg. For many, this may be their only Easter treat. 

With your support, we can make sure as many children as possible experience a little bit of joy 

and normality this season. 

If you could drop them off at David Neill Mica on Compton or Cornerstone Coffee Shop by 10 

March 2026 we can then get them to Ukraine by Easter. 



 



Quiet Day 

 

East Midlands Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 

The Diocese of Derby, along with the Dioceses of Leicester and Lincoln, has come together to 

offer a Pilgrimage to Taizé for young adults aged 18-35, which will take place from August 1-9 

this year.  

Taizé is an ecumenical Christian community in Southern France which produces the beautiful 

contemplative worship music familiar to many. Its mission is to reach young people throughout 

the world.  

https://www.taize.fr/en/


If you are interested in spending a week camping with a global and monastic community, we will 

be making this pilgrimage together, travelling and camping as a group from across the East 

Midlands. The trip will cost approximately £350, and priority is given to young adults aged 18-35.  

For more information, contact the Rev’d Dwayne Engh by email: vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk. 

To book, click here. 

 

https://vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://learn.lincoln.anglican.org/learning-resources/east-midlands-youth-pilgrimage-to-taize-2026/


Ashbourne Singers  - 21st March 

 

Walking and Rambling with St Oswalds 

St Oswald's has a choice of two walking groups. 

The Ramblers group meets on the 2nd Monday of the month, starts walking at 10.00am and 

covers approximately 5 miles. 



The Walking group meets on the last Saturday of the month, starts walking at 9.30am and 

covers approximately 10 miles. 

Ramblers Group Dates (All rambles start at 10 a.m.) 

• Monday 9th March 2026, starts in Millers Dale car park at 10:00 

Walking Group Dates (All walks start at 9:30 a.m.) 

• Saturday 28th March 2026 

Gill 

Email : paulgillelliott@outlook.com 

Walking Group Report 

The St Oswald’s Walkers group this month was a select group of three ‘ladies’ (St Oswald’s 

Girlies as we have been known in the past!) We set off from Monyash along what is sometimes 

referred to as ‘The Steeplechase Route’ due to the very large number of stiles; at least 12 before 

we reached Hard Rake plantation. The consolation prize was the beautiful skylark singing above 

us. We proceeded down Deepdale, following a babbling brook, enjoying more birdsong and 

watching buds beginning to burst. Definitely the first signs of spring! As we left the nature 

reserve the brook had become a torrent, and one member of the group accidentally ‘sat down’ 

so having recovered her, we had to take a higher path which led us to White Park car park 

where we had a short break for elevenses. 

After crossing the A6 we entered Monsal Dale, another natural delight with snowdrops still 

flourishing, crocuses, and daffodils in bud. We were lucky enough to see a dipper, and plenty of 

mud. We climbed to Monsal Head Viaduct from where we followed the trail, a few very muddy 

fields and a quiet lane to Ashford in the Water where we ate our picnic lunch under the Silver 

Jubilee shelter in the village. 

The third section of the walk began with a steep and unrelenting climb to Sheldon, but as we 

got higher more and more far reaching and stunning views opened up around us towards the 

moors and the edges. Leaving Sheldon, we had views in the other direction towards Magpie 

Mine, which was our highest point of the day, and the White Peak. The last couple of miles were 

gently downhill all the way to Monyash, with a few more stiles thrown in for good measure. 

In spite of the mud, the innumerable stiles and one short sharp shower, a thoroughly enjoyable 

walk was enjoyed by all. Total distance was almost 11 miles with 1750 feet of ascent. 

Judy Harrison 

https://paulgillelliott@outlook.com/


 

 



 

 



 

St Aelred's Pilgrim Trail 

The walking group have decided on their challenge for 2026.  We are going to walk the St 

Aelred’s Pilgrim Trail from 1st to 8th May 2026.  This is a 41 mile pilgrimage linking the 9 

churches of Upper Ryedale and Helmsley with Rievaulx Abbey. 

Aelred of Hexham was a Cistercian monk and from 1147 – 1167 he was Abbot of Rievaulx.  He 

wrote on Christian friendship and was gifted with wisdom to lead. 

 



Giving and Donations 

Donate to St Oswald's 

If you would like to set up a regular payment to St Oswald's Church then you can do so through 

the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS).. You can find out more information on the PGS website where 

you can also set up a regular payment. 

Alternatively you can telephone the Parish Giving Scheme on 0333 002 1260 to set up a payment. 

(The PGS code for St Oswald's Church is 120612186). 

 

Give a Little 

St Oswald's church is open every day of the week. If you would like to make a donation to the 

work of St Oswald's Church you can do so from the Give a Little website. 

 

Easyfundraising 

St Oswald's Church is registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE 

donations for us every time you shop online. Since joining we have raised over £400, and that is 

with only 27 supporters. 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashbourne-st-oswald-ashbourne
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/fe31ad06-1a7e-48cf-a239-871c41a4f052


Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 

extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d 

really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It ’s completely FREE 

and only takes a moment. You can find our easyfundraising page by >> CLICKING HERE 

 

Safeguarding 

Keeping People Safe 

We are committed to ensuring that our church is a safe place for everyone and take the 

safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously. We adhere to safeguarding rules 

laid down by the Church of England and the diocese of Derby. 

Report a Safeguarding Concern: Protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults is the 

responsibility of us all, whether they are in the communities in which we live or part of our 

Christian family. If you have a concern about a child, young person or adult who may be at risk 

of harm please speak to the parish safeguarding coordinator. 

The contact details are: 

Celia Dickinson, Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) 

Mobile: 07754 883935 

If you have concerns about a member of the clergy or an employee of the church please contact 

the Diocesan Safeguarding. To confidentially report a safeguarding concern please complete 

the Safeguarding Concern Form or call 01332 388678. You can also report any concerns to the 

Police or Social Care. The important thing is that your concerns are shared with someone in a 

position to help. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stoswaldspcashbourne
https://derby.anglican.org/en/report-a-safeguarding-concern.html
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